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SPRING CONFERENCE SUCCESS

axxam’s fifth Annual Spring Conference
was attended by many of our clients and

VI

legal and legislation. Although we were in a new

colleagues from industry, government,

location, we saw the same interest and excitement
around the topics that were presented.

Our first presenter, Dr. Court Sandau of Trium
Inc., shared his research on the liability and risks
associated with sampling protocols and testing
methods. This included the possible range of
variation in lab results, and the importance of
choosing a lab that has extra measures in place to
validate results.

Our second presenter, Gil Oudijk of Triassic

Technology, Inc., began with a discussion of the
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use of biomarkers for Age Dating of Petroleum.
His final presentation introduced an innovative
way to use environmental forensic as a testing
method through the use of dendrochronology and
dendrochemistry.

Dianne Saxe of Saxe Law Office provided a
review of the new Ontario Regulation 153/511,
with clarification of the main changes and the
opportunity to clarify some of the requirements
as they relate to the consultants and laboratory
involvement.

We appreciate all of the support and feedback we
have received from this year’s conference and hope to
see everyone again next year. Thank you for assisting
in the success of another great conference. [




ceo’s note

year ago, Canada was in the middle of a
A recession and signs of weakness across the

environmental industry were everywhere.
Fast forward to today and the general consensus
is that the recovery is positively impacting our
industry. The phrase that best
describes the prevailing mood
is “cautious optimism,” and we
would agree. Although I'm an
optimist by nature, I believe that
thisis afragile recovery. The real
risk to Canada will come from
outside our borders (Greece’s
debt crisis,
bubble, the United States’ economic recovery, et

China’s economic

cetera). Still, it is great to see activity pick up.

For our part, we’re using this year to make some
important investments in our business through
technology and service upgrades throughout the
country. We will be strengthening our commitment
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What a difference a year makes!

to cross country coverage and new services in
response to your input. Watch for more on these
developments in the coming months.

The purpose of this newsletter is to inform you
of developments in our industry, often technical

We're using this year to make some important
investments in our business through technology

and service upgrades throughout the country.

in nature. We’re conscious of making the most of
your time, and I’d like to ask that you let us know
how we’re doing and/or provide suggestions
on matters that are important to you for future
editions of Benchtalk.

All the best for a safe and successful summer. [

Maxxam Analytics International Corporation




news you can use

Documenting
Temperature Control

with Thermochrons

ith the warm weather approaching,
it’s important to remember to add
sufficient cooling media to your
coolers when shipping or storing samples after
collection. Some parameters are very sensitive to
temperature fluctuations and regulatory bodies
and consultants are beginning to recognize the
importance of sample integrity before accepting
data. For sensitive, legal projects or to just to raise
the bar on quality for your sample protocols,
we suggest a very simple, yet effective tool to
monitor the storage conditions of your samples
post collection.
Thermochrons are temperature-recording
devices that start and stop taking temperatures of
the cooler at regular time intervals. If microbiological

samples are received at the lab at 18°C versus the
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recommended 10°C, it begs the question “how
long were samples at elevated temperatures?
Thermochrons can answer this question and help
support a decision to go ahead with testing. It also
can validate the temperatures recorded by the lab
by IR guns.

This simple, inexpensive device can provide
defensible data that documents the storage
conditions over time. The graph gives an example
of a thermochron plot that shows the temperature
over time (in this case hourly). You can see the
spike in temperature when the cooler was opened
and closed. Thermochrons are returned to our
customers when we receive the coolers so the data
can be retrieved. The approximate cost for this
device is $50; it’s a small thing you can do to invest

in quality.

Reminder: Chains of Custody

axxam Analytics is encouraging our

customers to request customized

Chain of Custody documents for
their projects. These documents can include
as much detail as required. Information such
as reporting address, invoicing address, project
number, quote number and PO number can
be completed. The specific analyses required

for your project will be provided instead of

Maxxam Analytics International Corporation

Maxxam’s default list. Reporting limits, pricing,
and parameters, which are requested at the start
of your project, will also be included. Customized
Chain of Custody documents have proven to be
an effective means of communication between
project manager, field technician and Maxxam
staff. Bottle kits, pre-labelled bottles
customized Chains of Custody can be requested

and

from your project manager. [
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HEAD OFFICE

7070 Mississauga Road, Suite 240
Mississauga, ON L5N 7G2

Tel : (905) 288-2150

Fax: (905) 288-2169

Toll Free: (800) 563-6266

6740 Campobello Road
Mississauga, ON L5N 2L8
Tel : (905) 817-5700

Fax: (905) 817-5777

Toll Free: (800) 563-6266

All Locations

email: info@maxxamanalytics.com
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Ottawa

32 Colonnade Road South, Unit 1000
Nepean, ON K2E 7J6

Tel : (613) 274-0573

Fax: (613) 274-0574

Toll Free: (877) 480-7272

London

4053 Meadowbrook Drive, Unit 101
London, ON N6L 1E8

Tel : 519-652-9444

Fax: 519-652-8189

Waterloo

90 Frobisher Drive, Unit 2
Waterloo, ON N2V 2A1
Tel : 519-746-5760

Fax: 519-746-2971

BenchTalk is produced for Maxxam Analytics International Corporation by IM Group Inc.

www.imgroup.ca
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